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Urban  District  Council  of  Norton-Radstock 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OR  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICES  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  TIE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1949. 

- 0O0 - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  I949. 


SECTION  A . 


(1)  Area  (in  acres)  . 

(2)  Population . .  . 

(3)  Number  of  inhabited  houses. 

(4)  Rateable  Value . . 

(5)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 

(6)  Chief  Industries 


Coal  Mining 


3,360 

12,138 

3,307 

443,997 

1174 


Agriculture 

Paper  Bag  Making 

Printing 

Glovo  Making 

Wagon  Repair  Works 

Timbor  Constructional  Works 


Unemployment. 

There  woro  on  the  average  about  33  persons  unomployod  each  wook  during  tho 
year  (Males,  355  Fomalos,  0). 

Those  mon,  owing  to  medical  causos,  are  practically  unomployablo  locally. 

Proscribed  particulars  in  tho  Administration  of  tho  Factories  Act.  1987. 

Part  I  of  tho  Act. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

Number  of:- 


mado  by  Sanitary  Inspoctors) 
Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  &  6  are  to  bo 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 


Number  on  Inspec-  Writton  Ocoupiors 
Register  tions  Notices  Prosocutod 


44 


30 


0 


0 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  ~J  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 


11 


8 


0 


0 


(iii)  Othor  promises  in  which 

Section  ~j  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

(Excluding  outworkers'  Premises) 


0 


0 


0 


0 


33 


TOTAL 


•  •  • 


38 


0 


0 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  wore  found. 


♦ 


Particulars 


Numbor  of  cases  in  which  Defects 
wore  found 


1 - - 

1 

1 

Pound 

Kcmodicd 

Eoforrod : 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Ovo rc rowding 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

Ineffective  Draining  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Dofoctive 

(c)  Not  soparato  for  soxos 

2 

TOTAL 

'  - — - — - - - — - - - L 

1 

1 

0 

- L 

2 

Numbor  of  casos  in  which  prosecutions  wero  institutod  -  NIL. 


Part  VIII  of  tho  Act. 

Outwork  -  Soction  110  - 


Naturo  Qf  '/ ork  No.  of  Outworkers  in  August. 

List  roquirod  by  Soc ;  110(1) (o) 

Woaring  apparol  making  ...  112. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Births : 

Total 

Mnlo 

Pomn 1 0 

Livo  Births:- 
Logitimato 

124 

66 

38 

1 

Illogitimato 

3 

2 

• 

127 

68 

59 

Still  Births:- 

Logitimato 

2 

1 

l 

Illogitimato 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

l 

Tho  birth  rato  per  1,000  of  tho  ostirna ted  population  was  10.6. 


P^-ths :  _ Total  121. 


62. 


Pomalo  IQ . 


Doath  rato  por  1,000  of  tho  estimated  population  . . , 

Doath  rato  from  Puorporal  Causes  ...  . 

Doath  rato  of  infants  undor  1  yoar  of  age:- 

All  infants  por  1,000  livo  births  ...  ... 

Logitimato  infants  por  1,000  livo  births  ... 
Illogitimato  infants  por  1,000  livo  births... 


Doaths  in  infants  undor  1  yoar  of  ago:- 

Undor  1  wook  . • . 
1-4  wooks  . . . 
1-6  months... 
6-12  months . . . 


•  •  •  !«• 

•  ♦  •  I  1  • 

••  •  I  *  • 

•  •  •  •  •  1 
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10.0. 

•  0. 


31.0. 

23.3. 

7*7* 


3 

0 

1 

0 


i> 


Deaths  (continued) 


1 

1 

2 

19 

o 

0 

0 

0 


Foma  lo 


12 

14 

6 

5 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

9 

l 

l 

i 

l 

0 

0 

0 

_59 

‘AL  121. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

(a)  Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time). 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

(c)  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

\ 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities  -  Provided  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Taunton. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  -  Under  the  control  of  the  Hoalth  Department  of 

the  County  Council,  Taunton. 

Tho  service  is  good. 

A  car  sorvico  is  also  providod  for  those  patients  requiring  transport  to 
hospital  and  unfit  to  uso  public  vehicles.  Tho  sorvice  provided  moots  tho 
need,  but  administrative  improvements  aro  still  considered  possiblo. 

(c)  Nursing  in  tho  Heme. 

Tho  District  Nurses  continue  to  provide  an  excellent  sorvico. 

Tho  Homo  Help  Sorvico  is  very  valuable,  and  with  tho  resources  at  hand  is 
well  administered.  Tho  public  occr.fr  rully  need  reminding  that  this  is  not 
a  nursing  service. 


Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  nge:- 


Culpable  Nogloct 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Promaturity 


•  «  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 


Deaths  from  Cancor  (all  agos) . 

Deaths  from  Measles  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years). 
Deaths  from  Dipthoria . 

Causes  of  Deaths  wero:- 


Cancer 

Heart  Disease 

Corebral  Haomhorragc  or  Thrombosis 

Other  Circulatory  Disoasos 

Pnoumonia 

Broncho  pnoumonia 

Bronchitis 

Asthma 

Silicosis 

Phthisis 

Nephritis 

Othor  Disease  of  Kidneys 
Blood  Disoasos 
Sonility 

Digestive  Disoasos 

Accident 

Suicide 

Skin  Disoaso 

Prematurity 

Ac  u to  Folio once pha litis 


Prostatic  Disease 


•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  t  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  O  0  0  0 

•  •  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

•  •  0  0  0  0 

•  #  0  0  0  0 


TOTALS 


Male 

7 

10 

5 

7 

2 

0 

3 

o 

3 

3 

4 
1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

o 

o 

2 

1 

1 

62 


SECTION  B. 


TOT 
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(d)  Treatment  Contras  and  Clinics, 

(i )  Tuberculosis . 


A  satisfactory  sorvico  is  maintained  under  the  County  Council  at 
Loigh  House,  Kadstock.  Tho  bod  shortago  for  tuberculosis  casos  is 
sovoro, 

(ii)  Vonoroal  Disease. 

Tho  noarost  clinics  aro  at  Bath  and  Bristol.  It  is  considered 
that  the  arrangements  are  adequato.  Distance  has  its  advantagos  as  well 

as  its  disadvantages. 

( Hi )  Infant  and  Chii a_ Welfare  Services . 

Valuao.to  work  continues  to  be  done  at  tho  local  clinics. 

Tho  inadequacy  of  tho  promises  must  again  bo  mentioned. 

( iv )  Mat  e  ml  ty  So  a  vie  o  s . 

The  opening  of  tho  Maternity  Hospital  at  Paulton  is  a  tromondous 
asset  to  this  aroa.  It  should  not  now  bo  necessary  for  confinements  to 
tako  placo  under  unhealthy  conditions.  Tho  Nursing  Sorvicos  as  ovor 
give  skilled  attention  in  tho  homos.  In  spite  of  tho  discovory  of  now 
drugs  tiro  paramount  importance  of  maintaining  tho  nutritional  standards 
for  mothers  as  a  lifo  saving  ossential  must  bo  kopt  always  to  tho  foro. 

(v)  Dental  Treatment. 

Tho  dontal  treatment  for  young  children  and  oxpoctant  mothers  is 
provided  by  tho  County  Health  Authority,  It  would  appear  that  thoro  is 
room  for  improvement. 

(vi)  Mental  Treatment. 

fho  County  Health  Authority  undertakes  tho  supervision  of  the 
service  for  Montal  Patients. 

(vii)  No  action  has  boon  taken  under  tho  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(0)  Hospital  Cases. 

Infectious  cases  nooding  romoval  are  admitted  to  tho  Isolation  Hospital. 

G1JreS0n.Dor/n<'  r  0  Bath  Hoalth  Authorities  are  vory  helpful  in  this  matter 

and  afford  us  every  assistance. 

Concern  ii/hsit  at  the  long  delays  somotimos  necessary  to  obtain 

specialist  opinions.  In  some  casos  tho  waiting  time  for  admission  to 

hospital  is  also  vory  long. 

( f )  Health  Centres. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  provision  of  those  will  not  be  long  dolayod. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  this  Area. 

( 1)  Water. 

Tho  District  is  supplied  from  throo  sources 

(i)  Tho  Bottlohead  Springs  at  Downhoad. 

(ii)  Downside  cind  Gurney  Sln.de  Springs* 

(iii)  Chilcompton  Springs. 

,  satisfactory  in  quality.  Supplies  had  to  be  curtailed  duo  to 

drought  during  tho  past  year.  Water  was  cut  off  mainly  in  tho  la to  evening. 

,  Bacteriological  reports  on  tho  water  untreated  and  after  treatment  wero 
satisfactory. 

Tho  wator  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

There  was  no  known  form  of  contamination  during  tho  year. 

Practically  all  homos  aro  supplied  direct.  A  few  standpipes  aro  in  use 

close  to  houses,  but  many  of  those  houses  have  had  direct  supplies  installod 
during  tho  past  yoar. 


Only  extension  of  mains  to  new  Housing  Sites  have  boon  carriod  out  during 
the  year.  This  work  was  carriod  out  by  a  Housing  Contractor. 

Chiefly  owing  to  ago,  service  mains  in  a  few  cases  are  insufficient. 

Larger  pipes  aro  being  installed. 

Futuro  Proposals. 

A  3"  main  is  being  extended  for  I30  yards  in  Underhill  Lane  to  now  houses 
in  courso  of  construction. 

To  supplement  tho  existing  3"  main  in  the  V/olls  Road  area,  a  now  6"  main  will 
be  installed  for  approximately  1,300  yards. 

(2)  It  is  understood  with  pleasure  that  reconstruction  of  tho  old  swimming  bath 
is  probable  in  tho  near  future. 

(3)  Sanitation. 

Two  modorn  so wage  disposal  plants  servo  this  District.  A  largo  percentage 
of  tho  houses  aro  linked  to  the  sowors.  Now  extensions  of  sowars  havo  boon  made 
at  tho  now  housing  sites  at  Globelands,  Wolton  Vale  and  Writhlington. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  will  soon  bo  possible  to  procood  with  tho  sewering  of 
tho  Thickotmoad  area,  which  is  still  undor  consideration. 

(4)  Groat  progress  has  boon  made  with  housing  again  during  tho  past  yoar.  Tho 
urgency  of  this  problem,  the  noed  for  still  more  construction,  romains  tho  chief 
concern  in  this  District. 


Houses  Erected 
During  Year. 

Houses  in 
Course  of 
Erection. 

Conversion  to  Plats 
and  Dwellings. 

Po  rm . 

Temn . 

Po  rm. 

To  ran. 

Perm. 

Terno. 

Local  Authority. 

Private  Enterprise. 

90 

14 

6 

2 

TOTALS 

104 

n 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

11 

11 

11 

II  ON 

II 

II 

II 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

32  permanent  bungalows  (with  60  years  life)  are  included  in  the  total  hones 
erected  by  the  Local  Authority. 

No  grants  were  mado  under  tho  Housing  Act,  I949.  for  either 

(a)  Tho  conversion  of  houses  to  dwellings, 
or  (b)  Improvement  of  dwellings. 

Houses  Required. 

(a)  To  replace  those  unfit  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  To  abato  overcrowding  .  80 

(c)  Whoro  conditions  aro  unsatisfactory, 
o.g. ,  2  families  living  in  tho  same 

house,  but  not  included  in  (a)  and  (b).»  280 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council 

Houses  at  tho  end  of  tho  yoar...  ...  ...  3^7 

Houses  occupied  that  havo  boon  condemned 
as  totally  unfit  . .  9 

There  is  a  fall  in  tho  figures  for  (a)  and  in  tho  total  of  applicants  for 
Coundil  Houses.  There  is,  however,  a  rise  in  tho  figures  for  (b)  and  (c). 

In  spite  of  tho  considerable  progress  mado,  those  figures  indicate  that 
little  impression  has  boon  made  on  the  noed  for  new  houses.  This  District, 
being  classified  as  a  mining  area,  is  restricted  in  granting  housos  to  persons 
other  than  miners.  The  "General  List"  of  applications  has  not  yet  been  lessened 
to  any  extent,  owing  to  miners  having  preference  for  housing. 
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SECTIONS. 


A. 


E. 


P. 


Mi  lie  Supply. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Parras 

(b)  Total  number  of  distributors...  ... 

(c)  Number  of  Licensed  Pastourising  Flants 


I  •  i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


0 

8 

1 


There  are  three  Tuberculin  Tested  and  five  Accredited  Producers. 
Number  of  licences  given  to  graded  milk  producers  by  County  Council: - 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited.  ... 


3 

5 


Numbor  of  Doalers  Licences  issued  by  Local  Authority  ...  4 

The  gonoral  standard  of  milk  production  appoars  to  be  good.  It  is  hoped 
that  soon  all  cattle  wall  be  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  only  T.T.  milk  supplied. 

The  County  Council  Laboratory  undertakes  the  examination  of  samples  of  milk  and 
churn  washings,  and  cleanliness  of  milk  bottles.  During  tho  year  all  somplos  of 
milk  for  cleanliness  and  tuberculosis  examination  wore  taken  by  tho  Somorsot 
County  Sampling  Officers. 


B.  Moat. 


Numbor  of  licensed  Slaughter  Houses  in  District  .  0 

Numbor  of  Rogistorod  Slaughter  Houses  in  District  .  5 

Numbor  of  Slaughter  Housos  in  use  whore  horses  aro 

slaughtered  for  human  consumption .  0 

Names  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Pood . . .  0 

Slaughter  Housos  registered  in  collaboration  with  the 

Ministry  of  Pood  for  occasional  slaughtering  of  pigs  5 

It  is  only  on  comparatively  rare  occasions  that  any  animals  are  slaughtered 
in  this  aroa. 

The  moat  offered  by  rotailers  in  this  District  is  on  the  whole  of  a 
satisfactory  standard.  Meat  has  been  refused  by  retailors  on  account  of  its 
quality,  but  not  on  account  of  being  diseased. 

Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for:- 


( a )  Manufac  ture 

(b)  Sale 


8 

18 


Tho  methods  for  distributing  large  manufacturers'  products  are  considered 
satisfactory,  but  with  tho  small  local  traders,  tho  majority  of  tho  premisos  aro 
not  well  equipped  with  modern  appliances.  Cold-mix  is  prepared  in  most  casos. 

Owing  to  tho  time  factor,  it  has  not  boon  found  possiblo  to  have  somplos  of 
ico  cream  analysed.  It  is  understood  that  testing  will  take  place  shortly  at 
Bath. 

D.  Restaurants  and  Cantoens. 

Inspection  of  those  has  shown  vory  difforont  standards.  In  some,  tho 
standard  of  hygiono  was  satisfactory  and  care  was  obviously  taken,  othors 
revoalod  most  unsatisfactory  methods  and  lack  of  clcamlinoss. 

It  is  considered  tho  byelaws  which  will  shortly  apply  in  this  District  will 
bo  very  helpful  in  gotting  defects  remedied. 


There  have  been  no  mass  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning, 
occurred,  probably  duo  to  orrors  in  the  homos. 


Isolatod  casos  havo 


Adulteration. 

No  action  has  been  taken  undor  the  Sales  of  Drugs  Act. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Pood. 

The  County  Council  Laboratories  at  Taunton  carry  out  any  examination  necossary. 
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G.  Nutrition. 

It  is  considorod  that  tho  health  and  physique  of  the  children  continues  to 
bo  satisfactory. 

It  is  essential  that  the  present  nutritional  standard  bo  maintained 
universally  or  improved,  as  the  present  lew  lovol  of  maternity  and  infant 
mortality  figures  dopond  on  it. 

SECTION  E. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  notifiod  during  tho  year:- 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Isolation  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0 

0 

Measles 

19 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

8 

0 

2 

Acuto  Poliomyliti 

s  3 

3 

1 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  have  boon  performed  by  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  tho 
Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Eogulations,  1907 • 

It  is  feared  that  the  number  of  unprotected  people  in  the  nation  is  steadily 
increasing.  At  any  time  tho  penalty  may  bo  exacted. 

Number  of  vacc  inations :  - 


Primary  Vaccination 


Re vaccination 


Under  1  year  1 
1-4  years  8 
5-14  years  0 
15  and  over  1 

TOTAL  ...  10 


0 

0 

0 

3 

3 


Diptheria. 

No  cases  were  reported  in  this  District. 

Diptheria  Immunization. 

Age  Primary  Immunization 

Under  5  .yQars  105 

5-14  years  33 

Re-inforcing  injections  given  during  the  year  ...  209. 

Estimated  number  of  children  in  this  District: - 
Ago 

0-4  yoars  . . .  992 

5-14  yoars  ...  1,632 

Scabies. 

The  few  oases  that  oocur  are  treated  hy  tho  family  doctor. 
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Tuberculosis . 


Total  Cases  Notified 

Respiratory  ^ 

Non-Re spira to ry  2 


in 


Many ^  thanks  are  duo  to  ray  colleagues  for  their  groat.1  and 
preparing  this  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  bo, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(ogd)  A.  H.  BULLEID  (Dr) 


Total  Deaths 

3 

0 

essential  assistance 
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